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ZAIRE: PLAGUED BY A TROUBLED PAST 
ANNCR: INSURGENT FORCES ARE AGAIN TRYING TO SEIZE CONTROL 
OF ZAIRE'S SHABA PROVINCE -- THE SECOND OUTBREAK OF FIGHTING IN 
ZAIRE IN FOURTEEN MONTHS. VOA'S DAVID HYATT HAS THIS BACKGROUND 


REPORT: 


Ve1CE: THE SOUTHERN PROVINCE OF SHABA -- FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
KATANGA -- IS OF KEY ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE TO ZAIRE, PRODUCING 
SIXTY PERCENT uF ZAIRE'S CCPPER EXPORTS. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL 
ACCOUNTS FROM KINSHASA, 7HE INVASION OF SHABA IS BEING STAGED 
BY THE SAME INSURGENTS WHO CROSSED INTO ZAIRE FROM ANGOLA 

LAST YEAR, MANAGING TO OCCUPY ABOUT A THIRD OF THE PROVINCE 
BEFORE BEING DRIVEN BACK IN MAY BY THE ZAIRIAN ARMY AIDED 

BY MOROCCAN TROOPS. ZAIRE'S CHIEF RICHES ARE THE COPPER 

MINES IN SHABA -~ WHICH THE INSURGENTS ARE APPARENTLY SEEKING 
TO CONTROL, 

THE TERRITORY NOW KNOWN AS ZAIRE WAS ONCE CALLED THE 
BELGIAN CONGO. IT'S LOCATED IN SOUTH-CENTRAL AFRICA, SHARING 
BORDERS WITH SUDAN TO THE NORTH, UGANDA AND TANZANIA TO THE EAST, 
AND ZAMBIA AND ANGOLA TO THE SOUTH. FROM A FORTY KILOMETER 
ATLANTIC COASTLINE, ZAIRE SALLOONS INLAND, EXTENDING HALF WAY 
ACROSS AFRICA TOWARD THE INDIAN OCEAN. MUCH OF THE COUNTRY IS 
TROPICAL FORESTS WITH GRASSLANDS IN THE SOUTH, 

ECONOMISTS SAY ZAIRE'S RESOURCES GIVE IT THE BEST CHANCE 
FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF ANY BLACK-RULED AFRICAN COUNTRY. 
HOWEVER, ZAIRE HAS AN ESTIMATED TWENTY-FIVE MILLION PEOPLE, 
BELONGING TO OVER TWO HUNDRED TRIBES AND SPEAKING FOUR HUNDRED 
DIALECTS. THIS HAS MADE UNIFYING THE COUNTRY A DIFFICULT 


TASK. 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-5827 PAGE 2 

ZAIRE'S EARLY HISTORY IS MARKED BY VIOLENT REBELLION AGAINST 
CENTRAL AUTHORITY, FOLLOWING INDEPENDENCE IN NINETEEN SIXTY, 
FOUR RIVAL GOVERNMENTS WERE ESTABLISHED, AND SECESSIONIST 
MOVEMENTS SPRANG UP IN THE STATES OF KASAI AND KATANGA -~ 
NOW CALLED SHABA. THERE WAS WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE DURING A POWER 
STRUGGLE BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER PATRICE LUMUMBA, PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
KASAVUBU, AND MOISHE TSHOMBE ~- THE LEADER OF THE KATANGA 
SECESSIONISTS. 

IN NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, THE FIGHTING PROMPTED UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARY=GENERAL DAG HAMMARSKJOLD TO GO TO ZAIRE ON A PEACE 
MISSION. WHILE THERE, HE WAS KILLED IN A PLANE CRASH, MISTER 
LUMUMBA WAS KILLED, AND THE LEADER OF THE KATANGAN GOVERNMENT -- 
MISTER TSHOMBE -~BECAME PRIME MINISTER, SERVING UNTIL GENERAL 
MOBUTU SESE SEKO SEIZED POWER IN NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE. 

GENERAL MOBUTU HAS BEEN PRESIDENT OF ZAIRE FOR THIRTEEN 
YEARS ~~ A PERIOD OF RELATIVE CALM IN ZAIRE THAT HAS LED 
TO ECONOMIC STABILITY. BUT THE RENEWAL OF CONFLICT IN SHABA 
DEMONSTRATES HOW MUCH ZAIRE IS HAUNTED 8Y ITS TROUBLED PAST. 

THE INSURGENTS REPORTEDLY ARE KATANGANS -- SUPPORTERS OF THE LATE 
MOISE TSHOMBE =- WHO LED THE FIRST ATTEMPT TO SECEDE IN THE 


NINETEEN SIXTIES. 


